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able state papers written for the Court, which have been
preserved for posterity by the care of his friend. After
his rebuff at the end of September, La Marck did not
dare to approach the queen directly, but he obtained a
secret interview with the Count of Provence, in the hope
that he would appreciate the wisdom of Mirabeau's
advice and be able to remove the prejudices which
prevented Marie Antoinette and his brother from
accepting the hand stretched out to save them.

Mirabeau's note was thoroughly consistent with the
principles he had professed both in public and private
as the irreconcilable enemy of the old orcler, yet at the
same time a convinced royalist. He began by pointing
out that the position of the king and of the Assembly in
Paris was not sufficiently independent. The enemies of
the Eevolution might plausibly refuse to obey their
decrees on the ground that they were not free agents.
The situation of the royal family was extremely pre-
carious. Bankruptcy was imminent, famine might come
with the winter. In three months Paris, in the power
of a frenzied and irresistible mob, might be the scene of
horrors. " To-day we are only weary and discouraged,
it is the moment of our despair which is to be feared."
The strength of a government depends upon the hold it
has on public opinion and on the control of the revenues
of the country. The ministry was despised, the revenues
practically non-existent, the Assembly was sinking lower
and lower in public estimation.

The king must leave Paris, but he must not go to
Metz or to any place on the frontiers, he must not
appear to be flying foom his people in the hope of re-
establishing his authority by the assistance of foreigners.